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Chapter 8 – Section 5

Civilization in Southeast Asia


Narrator: The first of the temples seven terraces tells the story of Buddha; it shows the life of Siddhartha Gautama, an Indian prince born in a luxurious palace around 560 B.C., 2,500 years ago. At the age of twenty nine he abandoned this life of indolence and moved to pity by the plight of the poor, set out to seek solutions to the problems of human suffering. He renounced his worldly possessions and sought enlightenment. This he claimed to have achieved after a period of long meditation. The Sanskrit for enlightened one is Buddha; a new religion had been born. (Chanting) The core of Buddhism is always the same, that the root of suffering is desire. Beyond that point Buddhism diverges into many different sects, but all seek enlightenment, a release from suffering an endless rebirth. Some believe this can be aided by the use of prayer, statues, offerings even architecture.
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