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Chapter 9 – Section 1
Transforming the Roman World


Narrator: Sixteen hundred years ago as the Roman Empire withdrew from Britain, our Christian beliefs went with it, and the forces of paganism again ruled Britain. But here on the holy isle of Lindisfarne, two monks were among the first to fight back. Somehow because of the tides Lindisfarne now feels very remote. Yet, when Irish monk Aidan, eventually to become St. Aidan came here, isolation is not what he wanted at all. 
The monks, who arrived here to establish a site in A.D. 635, didn’t come because it was a sanctuary. Aidan and his followers were on a mission, they would transform Northhumbria and beyond. Lindisfarne was their launching pad to convert thousands of pagan English to Christianity.

Lindisfarne’s ideal position served Aidan and his monks well. Traveling on foot all over Northhumbria they worked tirelessly to convert the local pagans. According to legend even in death Aidan was a potent force. The vision of his body rising to heaven is said to inspire his most famous successor Cuthbert, a local lad who continued Aidan’s work. Recognized as a Saint after his death, what was to become the most significant illuminated gospel in Britain was created for St. Cuthbert shrine. This is a facsimile copy of Lindisfarne gospels; the 1300-year old original is lying in a vault in the British library and is one of England’s greatest national treasures. The work of just one monk Aiadaforith, the gospels are a much venerated religious relic.  

Leafing through this copy you get a real feel for the scribe who sat here on Lindisfarne creating this remarkable book. It’s an astonishing work of dedication. The imagery used throughout the gospels draws from diverse influences on the church at that time. It was seen as a powerful unifying statement then and 1300 years later it’s a potent reminder that the two saints of Lindisfarne are pivotal in bringing Christianity in England back from the brink.  
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