1
1
Chapter 10 – Section 1
Peasants, Trade, and Cities


Narrator: Norwich, center of the wealth of the rich Norfolk farmland, but also becoming the base of a new risk taking merchant class. At the end of the eleventh century before the cathedral even started to be built, the town, like London had been growing fast for 200 years. Towns grow because there is a complex interaction between town and country, the country people have got a surplus to sell, they want to take their grain and their wool to market. The lords, the richest people in the countryside want to buy luxury goods, they want to buy wine and fine cloth, but the town can also make and supply the goods that country people need to purchase, fruits and juice, knives, leather goods, cloth. These are things which are increasingly made in towns from the eleventh century onwards. Norwich’s Old Guild Hall was the headquarters of the prosperous merchants called Bergers who ruled the town and shared power with the church, and with the king and barons. Power of the crown was indeed far from absolute, however impressive the castle. 
Male Speaker: So here we are on the battlements of Norwich Castle, the center of royal authority in the city. And then over there is the cathedral, which is where ecclesiastical power, the power of the church, is centered, and then if we move over to the corner of the battlements here, you can see over there Guild Hall which represents the center of civic government. It’s there that the merchants of the city met in counsel to decide matters of common policy and it’s absolutely characteristic that Guild Hall is in the market place, the center of a commercial life of the city. The important thing about medieval cities is that you have no single authority in charge of them. You have civic power, royal power, the power of the church all competing with one another. 
Narrator: A bird’s eye view of most European cities in the Middle Ages would have seen all these jostling sources of power and it was in the cracks between them that the individual could get a foothold and find room for his enterprise.
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