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Chapter 11 – Section 2 
Early Civilizations in Mesoamerica

Male Narrator: With only stone tools, no wheel and no pack animals the Maya managed to build the highest pyramids, and create some of the greatest cities, and the finest art in the Americas. The Maya fought in a very ritualized way, kings led their nobles and warriors into battle sometimes timing the conflict to the appearance of the planet Venus their symbol of war, these so called “star wars” usually resulted in the capture of enemy nobles but only rarely led to the complete destruction of cities. Loosing kingdoms were obliged to pay tribute. The prisoners were tortured, their fingernails pulled out and then the most sacred ceremonies of human sacrifice began.

Female Speaker: People are always wondering why Maya Temples have such steep steps; they were designed to humiliate captives during these grand ceremonies.  The captives would’ve then been pulled up these steep steps, often made to fall and stumble and trip and hit themselves on these steep sided temples.  Once at the top the sacrifice would have occurred, decapitation was the most common form I would say.

Male Narrator: The evidence from Dos Pilas, la joanca and nashtun shows that despite the towering temples and popular cities, despite their accomplishments in art and writing, it was violence that destroyed the Maya here, they perished in a final conflict perhaps exacerbated by later drought and famine it had all the hallmarks of civil war today, it was vicious, personal and all encompassing. 
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