Chapter 12 – Section 3

The Protestant Reformation

Male Narrator: Few men have impacted the course of Christianity more than a controversial German monk named Martin Luther. Luther was born in 1483, in Eisleben, a part of the Holy Roman Empire which is now Germany. As a young man, he distinguished himself academically and had just begun law school when he was nearly struck by lightning. Luther experienced a religious epiphany and quickly embraced the stark life of a monk at a local monastery. 
But Martin Luther soon balked at the contradictions between the selfless path to spiritual salvation depicted in The Bible, and the corruption of the wealthy and powerful Catholic Church. His ordination as a Catholic priest only amplified this frustration.

In 1517, he expressed outrage in a document called “The 95 Theses,” which attacked the materialism of the church and its leader Pope Leo X. To underscore his contempt, Luther nailed a copy of the document to the door of the Cathedral at Wittenberg. The recent invention of the printing press helped spread his words across 
Europe like wildfire.
In 1520, Pope Leo finally responded by issuing an order that Luther renounce his own words, or be expelled from the church, and subject to arrest and execution. The rebellious priest publicly set fire to the Pope’s message and was swiftly excommunicated.

Summoned to face the German Parliament in 1521, Luther expected to be put to death. But he refused to back down saying, “I am not afraid, for God’s will, will be done and I rejoice to suffer in so noble a cause.” Luther was arrested and the printing of his works was outlawed. But his defiant stand only increased his influence, and illegal copies of his essays began to trigger animosity toward the Catholic Church.

Enduring a year long imprisonment, the defrocked priest completed a landmark German translation of the New Testament. 

During this time, his writings became the basis for the Reformation, a religious and social revolution, which expanded far beyond Luther’s intentions and ended the absolute power of the Catholic Church over European life. 

After his release, Martin Luther married and raised six children. While continuing his fight against the Pope, he also wrote two catechisms and numerous hymns. His later works still spark controversy due to his condemnation of the Jewish faith. But the impact of his defiant stand against Catholicism changed the face of Europe and Christianity forever. 
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