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Chapter 14 – Section 2

Social Crises, War, and Revolution


Narrator: In the spring of 1640, Oliver Cromwell was elected as MP for Cambridge and made the journey to Westminster. These were turbulent times and Westminster was in the eye of the storm. Eleven years earlier, the king had tied of sharing power with MPs and had dissolved Parliament. He then proceeded to rule alone, but now he’d run out of money and needed to raises taxes, so he had been forced to call a new Parliament. Any MP worth his salt would be spoiling for a fight and Cromwell was no exception. During the time that Charles had ruled without Parliament he’d imposed the high church form of worship. He’d also raised money by new taxes, which many saw as illegal. Now MPs were determined to call the king to account, to put an end to what they saw as royal tyranny.

To the horror of Charles I, Parliament began making assertions and pushing through a series of measures that challenged the authority of the king and the established church. But Charles wouldn’t back down and as the weeks passed they seemed to be no way of peaceful resolving the conflict between king and Parliament. In July 1642, Parliament voted to mobilize an army. One month later the king raised his standard in Nottingham; it was effectively a declaration of war. Cromwell was determined to defend his native East Anglia. He set about forming a troop of horse, but this was to be cavalry like no other. He recruited not gentlemen, or professional soldiers, but men of the middling sort, freeholders and freeholder’s sons, who had real religious conviction and a genuine commitment to the parliamentarian cause. He insisted on strict discipline and like all leaders worthy of respect, he had no problem getting it. Cromwell soon realized that his men needed to be disciplined not only in general behavior, but also in battle. In one of his first military engagements he discovered that most cavalry units could only deliver one effective charge before they disintegrated in confusion. So he trained his men now called the iron sides, to reform and charge again. This was to become their formidable trademark. Parliament created a new centralized army, remodeled from the old regional forces. It was to be well trained and properly funded, Cromwell’s troops from East Anglia made up its core. It was called the “New model army.” The new model army faced its first great test in the middle of June 1645, when it met the royalist’s forces of Charles I, near the small North Hamptonshire village of Naseby. Geographically they were in the center of England. The coming battle would decide the fate of the whole country.

The king’s men, many of them seasoned veterans fought long and hard, but their cause was hopeless. Most of them were killed or captured. The new model had won the battle and with it the war.

Cromwell declared, this is none other than the hand of God.  The royalists staggered on, but Naseby had delivered a fatal blow. In April 1646, King Charles surrendered.
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