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Chapter 15 – Section 1

The Ottoman Empire


Narrator: This was once the greatest cathedral in Christendom, Santa Sophia, built for Justinian, emperor of eastern Rome during the lifetime of the prophet of Islam. One day his followers would inherit it. What Christian Crusaders had once sacked and looted, Muslims treated with the greatest reverence. Justinian had boasted of his Church, “Oh Solomon I have surpassed you,” but it is said that when Mehmed the Ottoman conqueror first entered here, he fell to his knees in humility not a stone was damaged or destroyed. The holy family, who Muslims revere but may not depict, was simply whitewashed over. They were uncovered again in the secular 1920s when the mosque which had been a church became a museum. At the time of Suleiman the magnificent poet and patron of the arts the Ottoman Empire was the greatest in the world, pushing ever further into Christian lands and establishing borders that are now once again the focus of religious war, from the Balkans in the west to Azerbaijan in the east. Ottoman rulers call themselves sultans of Rome, less than half the population of the empire was Muslim, yet the doorways of the top copy the palace of the Ottoman sultans bare the kalmia the declaration of faith. La Ilaha IllAllah Muhammadur Rasool Allah, there is no God but God Muhammad is the messenger of God. The Ottomans claim to be khalifs successors to the prophet and therefore at the head of the entire Muslim world. Sultan Saleem reinforced that claim by conquering Egypt, carrying off the caskets that contain the holy relics of the prophet, his coat, his military banner and installing them here in the tokopy. He and his successors grounded the empire firmly on the Sherier, Islam was at the center of educational life.
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