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Chapter 16 – Section 2
Chinese Society and Culture

Male Narrator: I have come to see a treasure that was for 500 years one of the most hidden, indeed forbidden places on earth. The Forbidden City is the largest palace in the world. It was build by the mighty Ming Dynasty 600 years ago, it was intended to be a vision of heaven on earth, but came to symbolize imperial corruption and decadence, it’s a miracle it survived Mao’s cultural revolution of the 1960s and 70s, when much of China’s heritage was destroyed. Getting access to the Forbidden City is a bureaucratic nightmare, finally I have been granted the great privilege of being allowed into parts of the vast complex before it opens to the public. But as I approach the Hall of Supreme Harmony, the doors behind me are opened and the hoards surge in. Suddenly all harmony disappears and the magic is lost. There is the Imperial throne, or one of them. Once the punishment for entering the Forbidden City uninvited was death, now it attracts more visitors each year than anywhere else in the world. Seven million to be precise and most of them, seen to be here today.

There is the throne. Everyone clicking away in a mere second a passing glance, the emperor and the many before him.
The Mandarins here have given me just two hours to visit the Forbidden City, all 720 thousand square meters of it. But there is beauty here, beauty in abundance in intoxicating exotic style of the architecture. In the muted light the mellow colors of the buildings with their terracotta roofs look wonderful. The city’s countless courtyards, temples, and palaces have charming names like harmony, tranquility and peace, though the descriptions now seem ironic. This is where the Emperors lived, around this courtyard in these charming delicate pavilions; it’s hard to imagine it now, with this throng of gawking masses, that’s including me. Once of course one of the most hidden and secret places in this hidden empire.
All too soon my time is up and an official tells me to make my way to exit.
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