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Chapter 16 – Section 3
Tokugawa Japan and Korea

Narrator: Today Japan is one of the most modern countries on earth, famed as a home of advanced technologies. Indeed in many ways Japan seems to be emblematic of the modernist dream, but when the modernists came here in the early twentieth century, they were impressed by more ancient Japan, a Japan with traditions and culture dating back centuries.
This is Rinshankhaku, a villa built in 1649 for a feudal lord. It was this type of traditional Japanese architecture so excited the modernists. Many of them thought it was architecture so modern because it involves such a simple light weight construction, utilizes a structural frame looks almost prefabricated and also the building, their design responds directly to the landscape to the lake in front, to the hill behind. The interior’s also very simple, very minimal, empty in vision of a Zen Buddhism I suppose non-materialistic creating a sense of inner life, order, calm, wonderful. These sliding screens were movable, internal walls really; create an open plan interior that’s so flexible, so adaptable, so modern. The sliding screens allow light to flood inside, beautiful soft light, also they allow for the creation of a very dramatic relationship between the outside and the inside, nature comes into the house and they frame the view of the gardens like a great painting. Now it does contain some furniture, but it is fitted as part of the architecture, looks wonderful, a set of cupboards, sliding doors and this sideboard. Everything here has to do with function, everything derives from the functional requirements of those using the building the fitted furniture, the open plan, the screens that allowed this flexibility. Houses like this were the prototype for the modern house.
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