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Chapter 17 – Section 4
The American Revolution

Male Narrator: The Red Coats had learned to fear the American riflemen; the country’s legendary marksman who used the range and accuracy of their riffles to snipe at the enemy from deep cover. The rifleman had a distinctive private signal to communicate. At Saratoga, Colonel Daniel Morgan’s rifle corps intercepted the British picking off their officers in order to through the troops into confusion. The riflemen claimed 600 victims that day. But riflemen were also among the most vulnerable troops in the field. While an infantrymen armed with a musket could reload three or four times a minute and affix a bayonet for hand to hand fighting, a rifle took a full minute to reload and it did not have a bayonet. If rushed after firing the riflemen was defenseless. Saratoga was the first battle in which the Americans adopted the European tactic of using infantrymen to protect riflemen. The line was surprised by the tenancy and discipline of the American army; the action went backwards and forwards all day like waves on a sea.   
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