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Chapter 18 Section 1

The French Revolution Begins


Narrator: Edmund Burke, the eloquent Irish MP who had been the militant friend of the Americans, had a change of heart about revolution. He too had lifted a glass to toast the dawn of liberty in July 1789.  But when the lynchings started, Burke decided the revolution was above all an act of violence and he denounced it in his vitriolic “Reflections on the French Revolution.”
Male Speaker: Amidst assassination, and massacre and confiscation perpetrated or meditated, they are forming plans for the good order of future society. They act amidst the tumultuous cries of a mixed mob of ferocious men and women lost to shame.

Narrator: What Burke hated most of all was the naiveté of well meaning weak politicians, like his old friend Charles James Fox. Putting a few slogans into the heads of people not educated enough to understand what they were wrecking. Democracy, mobacracy, more like said Burke, heads stuck on pikes, the law of the lynch mob, we don’t want that here. But for one unrepentant enthusiast this was a travesty, Tom Paine whose book “Common Sense,” had supported the Americans in their revolution now took on Edmund Burke. In 1791 he published his counterblast the “Rights of Man”. When Paine shouted people listened, he sold 40,000 copies of the “Rights of Man,” in a few months and the people who bought them were people new to politics men like Buick, men with grievances to air. As they became more vocal and more visible the forces of order, the party of church and king, began to get distinctly nervous.  It was time to batten down the hatches, mobilize the militia, beat the patriotic drum and make sure the likes of Tom Paine were gagged before they made mischief.
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