Chapter 18 – Section 2
Radical Revolution and Reaction

Female Speaker #1: I have just been condemned to death. Not to a shameful death, that can only be for criminals. I am calm, as you are when your conscience is clear. 
Female Speaker #2: Marie Antoinette really became a symbol of everything that was wrong with society. She came to represent almost ludicrous extremes of the very worst of human nature. So I think it’s a measure of how much she became a scapegoat that in fact once she’s reduced to this haggard, sickly, pitiful woman, that her reputation at this time is of this complete monster that wants to destroy France. And I think that shows the extent to by which she was just being used by different interest groups to manipulate to bring on the next phase of the Revolution.

Female Speaker #3: I certainly don’t think that she was without flaws, but the thing is she didn’t have the flaws she was accused of. She did have a fatal thing though, that she had charisma and therefore people felt that in doing something to her, they were doing something which was symbolic. And that’s a very dangerous quality to have.

Male Speaker: Marie Antoinette was led out to the scaffold where a crowd of thousands had gathered. My God she had written if we have committed faults we have certainly atoned for them. 
Female Speaker #4: She was a good mother and tried to be a dutiful wife and had the bad luck to be at the wrong place at the wrong time.

Female Speaker #1: I ask pardon for all the pain I may have caused you. I forgive my enemies for the harm they have caused me.
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