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Chapter 19 – Section 1
The Industrial Revolution


Male Narrator: Just over two centuries ago Britain was on the threshold of the greatest leap forward that mankind had experienced since farming was discovered 10,000 years ago. Incomes and living standards were about to begin that long climb which lifted people forever above the poverty of all previous history, prosperous farming, improved transport and canals, bustling business, expanding handicraft industries, and a growing population with money to spend all helped to set the scene for the greatest change of all. After which society was never the same again and that was what we were taught at school to call the industrial revolution.
Male Speaker: Machines were at the heart of this revolution they transformed the old handicraft industries, weaving was one of the first. English handloom weavers worked at home making cloth from wool which had often being spun into thread by wives and daughters. Booming sales demanded faster output and thus encouraged, change began when a man called John Kay came up with the flying shuttle. Now the spinners couldn’t keep up with the faster weavers. This spinning machine solved that, it’s preserved today in a Lancashire Museum. Its inventor Richard Arkwright used water power to replace the wives and daughters spinning at home.
Male Speaker: This machine has 96 spindles therefore it’s at least the equivalent of 96 spinners each working on a single great wheel and that doesn’t allow for the fact that this machine doesn’t get tired and it spins considerably faster than somebody can on a hand wheel.

Male Speaker: The first passenger railway opened in 1830 powered by the world’s best remembered engine. The public were thrilled by the speed of the trains and astonished their owners who’d expected mainly freight business by taking to them in huge numbers. This is a replica of Stephenson’s rocket which won the competition held to decide which steam locomotive should pull the trains. It had to pull three times its own weight at a speed of at least 10 miles an hour.
M.P.’s thought that George Stephenson was crazy when he said that his locomotives would be able to go at 12 miles an hour, and it seemed that their fears were justified when at the grand opening of the Liverpool to Manchester line a leading statesman of the day William Huskisson got down on the track to great the Prime Minister and was knocked down by Rocket.
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