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Chapter 19 – Section 2
Reaction and Revolution


Male Speaker: Captioned: 24th October…I saw from the entrance…that ten Russian tanks were trying to get into the studio…but the crowd overturned a tram outside the entrance. I was 12 years old, quite a small boy, in 1956, but the revolution had a tremendous influence on me.

Narrator: Jula Trich and Yvonne Radivada were children at the time of the revolution. They both lived at the heart of the city.

Male Speaker Captioned: This was just a small side street, but when the tanks couldn’t get along the Great Boulevard because of barricades, or because it was blocked with trams, or the Stalin statue, when it was dragged along there, the tanks came right down our street. We lived in this building. In this part of the building my uncle used to run a bar. In the other part, my friend Jancsi’s parents had a grocery. This building with entrances on both streets was very important for us at the time because we lived next door. We always rushed across here, went out of the other entrance and there on the Great Boulevard on October 23rd we saw the big crowd. We both decided to keep a diary, because we thought an event like this happens once in a lifetime.  Later, Mum and I went to see what was happening on the Boulevard. I’ve always liked reading. Especially patriotic novels or novels about revolution. Any money I saved went on books.

Female Speaker Captioned: So your pocket money went on books?

Male Speaker Captioned: Yes, yes, yes “We saw the burning books of the Szikra printing house, Liptai, who lives in the building next door, stole two books.

Female Speaker Captioned: And who was throwing out those books?

Male Speaker Captioned: Well, those insurgents, or freedom fighters, or what should I call them? First of all, they wanted to burn books by Stalin, Rakosi and things like that. But they couldn’t select them so they burnt all sorts of books.

Female Speaker Captioned: Wasn’t it just books in Russian that they burnt?

Male Speaker Captioned: I’m afraid it wasn’t just books in Russian. As for me, my heart broke to see how so many good books were being burnt. 

Female Speaker Captioned: So where was the bookshop?

Male Speaker Captioned: It was right here.             *****
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