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Chapter 20 – Section 3
The National State and Democracy


Narrator: The great Bismarck himself, the architect of the German nation used tariffs to encourage the growth of the German coal and steel industries. The struggle for industrial leadership was seen as but one aspect of the wider political struggle for domination, even survival among the great powers of that time. Then the German Admiral Tirpitz persuaded the Kaiser that German industry could now build a strong enough navy to protect Germany’s overseas interests and to place it among the four world powers with America, Russia and Britain. This town, a dockyard Vilhelmshofen, took off as a result.

Male Speaker: These ships were designed to challenge Great Britain as the supreme world power. Without world power status many people thought Germany would soon decline and be a poor farming country again as 100 years ago.
Narrator: Across the sea, the British government was doing its best to keep one step ahead in the race. Here in the naval dockyards of Portsmouth, dreadnaughts were built at breakneck speed. The First World War had many concepts but the outbreak of nationalism of which the naval arms race was a vivid symptom was the most malignant.  When war came it was unspeakable.
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