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Chapter 21 – Section 2
Empire Building in Africa

Male Speaker #1: Who are these whites with danger in their eyes that come from across the sea? 
Male Speaker#2: The period in which the Obra(?) went to the throne constituted a period in which Britain had assumed the legal authority to colonize, that is to seize and dictate the political process in West Africa, and one by one, the various West African kingdoms, states, and empires began to be neutralized, in order for British value systems, British legal systems and British military presence to be institutionalized.
Male Speaker: I do not understand, father, if I cannot fight them, tell me what to do to change the prediction. Tell me?
Male Speaker #3: After the fall of Benin, all of the treasures of bronzes and ivory were gathered together as loot, some of them were sold off at auction to help meet the costs of the expedition, some were given to the queen, many of the objects found their way into museums, in Britain and across the world and quite a large number were kept by the officers on the expeditionary force. There was no sign that the expeditionary force had any feeling for the religious significance of the treasures. There was no attempt to map or plan the distribution of the treasures. They were simply removed.
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