Chapter 23 – Section 3
The Russian Revolution

Male Narrator: The Bolsheviks moved the capitol from St. Petersburg to Moscow soon after the revolution. They took Russia out of the war, the Czar and his family were shot. And from Moscow, they planned to extend the revolution to the rest of world. A forceful message was sent to workers everywhere, if the proletariat in other countries followed the communist way they could kick out kings and capitalists and achieve a world with no more war. Harry Young went to Moscow as a delegate from the tiny British Communist Party.
Harry Young:  The Chairman said the next speaker will be comrade Lenin. You could hear a pin drop. Dead silence, vast hall, 3,000 people from all over the world. And a little man not much bigger than me broad shouldered with rather Mongolian looking face, very bald head, little whiskers there. And he got up and he just leaned over, it was like a podium, it was a corner. He just talked to them like a Dutch uncle. 

Captioning: An alliance of Communists is growing everywhere. Revolutions have already succeeded in many countries; soon we will see the victory of communism all over the world and the foundation of a world-wide federal republic of Soviets!

Harry Young: I thought he had set the scene for the world revolution. And that the Bolshevik party would successfully lead it. Next would be Germany, then France, then Italy. 
Male Narrator: In the ferment after the First World War, others tried to follow the Bolshevik example. In Berlin Communists tried to seize power, in Munich they succeeded briefly. In Hungary, a Soviet republic lasted several months, but success was short lived. Every Communist uprising was crushed. And back in Russia itself the Bolsheviks had to fight for their own survival in a vicious civil war with supporters of the old regime who were helped by western governments. By 1921 the Bolsheviks were victorious. But the party who’d claimed to speak for the people had never had majority support. Lenin had created a large secret police force to kill and terrorize his opponents. After the civil war the Bolsheviks, now calling themselves the communists, tried to win over the mass of people, they became masters of modern propaganda. From the wagons of special ad prop trains, party workers acted out political dramas. On the trains, many Russians saw their first ever films, with an optimistic message about the future. Posters put across the central ideas of communism, as conceived by the Nineteenth century German Karl Marx, and adapted by Lenin. At the heart was the idea of class struggle, in the past the capitalists had exploited the downtrodden workers. Now the Proletariat was to take control. In the factories, workers representatives would make the decisions. The idea of profit would be abandoned. The fruits of toil would be hospitals, housing and schools. And it would be for communists themselves, the real believers to lead them to this radiant future.     
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