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Chapter 24 – Section 1
The Futile Search for Stability


Narrator: When the League of Nations finally arranged the world disarmament conference for 1932 expectations rose.
Male Speaker: And we are going to go to Geneva to get the nations of the world to join in and reduce this enormous disgraceful burden of armaments which we are now bearing for one end of the world to the other. 

Narrator: In Geneva the conference took delivery of mass petitions collected from around the world. The millions of signatures were designed to put pressure on governments and show how people expected them to banish war.

Female Speaker: I went to one of the opening sessions of the conference when people came from all over the world petitioning for disarmament and it was meant to be a tremendous moment. We all had great hopes that it really was going to be a substantial disarmament.
Female Speaker: Australia 112,108
Narrator: The final tally was announced as the conference began.
Female Speaker: The United States of America 1,135,453 and Hawaii 130

Male Speaker: There are lunatics in every country we only want the attempt to organize peace to be abandoned. No one doubts that disarmament is possible, but the common man wants to know whether the governments with great military, naval and air forces are really in earnest in their desire for peace. If they are a disarmament treaty can be framed. And if it is accepted the whole international atmosphere will change as if by magic.

Narrator: But international idealism clashed with old style national self interest, arriving in New York Poland’s former Prime Minister Paderewski explained the problem.   

Male Speaker: Mr. Paderewski what is your opinion about disarmament and the recent efforts in order to eliminate the possibilities of war?
PM Paderewski: It’s a very good intention, very fine idea, but a very difficult task. Everyone expects the other fellow to disarm, but he is not ready to disarm himself.

Narrator: The trust in what democracy and reason might do was increasingly shaken. The Germans, still bitter at their treatment brought a new leader to power, Adolf Hitler. Karl Nagle now training to be a policeman saw him in Munich.

Translator: “I stood in the crowd as Hitler drove past; when he saluted us we hailed him and shouted.” “Hitler tried to remove the burdens that the Treaty of Versailles had imposed on Germany, Hitler promised work and bread for all Germans, he promised to eliminate the high unemployment, he promised to make Germany a nation that could show its face in Europe.  
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