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Chapter 26 – Section 1

Paths to War


Narrator: Just as it was with animals so it was with great men and even whole countries. Hitler believed the entire world was locked in a permanent struggle in which the stronger must prevail. This was the theory he developed in Mein Kampf, the book he had written in 1924. In it he also wrote that the Germans were a nation who needed to expand like the British they needed colonies and he was clear where they should find them. 
Hitler quote: We are putting an end to the perpetual German march towards the south and west of Europe and turning our eyes towards the east. And when we speak of a new land in Europe today, we must principally bare in mind Russia and the border states subject to her. Destiny itself seems to wish to point the way for us here. 
Narrator: In the years immediately after he became chancellor, though he never publicly said he wanted to conquer the east. Hitler did repeatedly state what he saw as his country’s central problem. Germany simply wasn’t big enough.
Adolph Hitler: We don’t have their colonies we don’t have the opportunities of international world connections possessed by these states and peoples. Our Reich, which is so crammed and which has so few of the necessities for life, needs to be carefully ad thoughtfully cultivated and managed. We can’t do this without planning.

Narrator: Hitler did openly announce one foreign policy goal. He wanted as he saw it to right the wrong of the Versailles Treaty by which Germany had lost territory at the end of World War I and was restricted to an army of 100,000.
Male Speaker #1: At that time, the young people were enthusiastic and optimistic and believed in Hitler and thought it was a wonderful task to overcome the consequences of the First World War and specially the Treaty of Versailles so we were really in a high mood.  

Narrator: To help overcome Versailles, the Germans looked to the English.  England and Englishmen were widely admired by the German ruling classes.  They embraced what they took to be the ideals of the English gentlemen, country estates and fox hunting.  
Male Speaker #2: I always hoped that England, yeah, I am talking to you as an Englishmen, that England would see what Germany was planning to do, was building up too much and would agree in sharing Europe or whatever the politics.
Narrator: Whilst the English may not have wanted to share Europe with the Germans, they and the rest of the British did think some sort of accommodation should be reached with their former enemy.

Male Speaker #3: The general view in Britain was that the French had imposed and we had obviously been connected with it, imposed too harsh a settlement on Germany in 1918, and that this should be rectified and to that extent there was a slight feeling of we ought to have done better, if you call that a sentiment of guilt, alright, I am not sure that we felt it is guilt, quite.

Narrator: The first fruits of Hitler’s attempt to woo the British came in June 1935 when a naval agreement was signed between Germany and Britain which allowed Germany to rebuild her fleet beyond the level permitted by the Treaty of Versailles. Hitler said the day the agreement was signed was the happiest of his life.
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