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Chapter 26 – Section 2
The Course of World War II

Female Narrator: From the first days of the battle of Britain, radar is the main advantage the RAF holds. It gives them early warning of German attacks, but with many more planes than the RAF, Luftwaffe bombers still frequently reach their targets, Britain’s fighter bases.

Female Speaker: We knew we were getting short of squadrons and pilots, but we didn’t doubt that they would do it. The pilots were protecting our country, all our people, everybody, and so everybody was going to…and that included the civilians…came to fight right to the bitter end. Kill or be killed in fact.

Female Narrator: Twenty one year old volunteer Edith Heep is on her way to work at the operations room of RAF Debden, near Cambridge when warning comes of an enemy attack.

Female Speaker: Eight o’clock in the morning, the sirens went. So we just set off and ran like the clappers to the Ops room, and just got in before the door shut. And then it started, great enormous bangs everywhere, a terrible noise and oh we just plodded through that, you know, because that’s what we were there for.  One girl, who was a silly little girl anyway, started to get hysterics and she was comforted, and that was the only one in all the time I was there that ever did that.  And it’s a matter of half a minute, two minutes something like that because they are gone, they’re across and gone, and so that’s it, you probably don’t have time to register the terror, I think that’s the whole answer. Because afterwards you think, oh my god, you know, and I am still here. You had the fire engines and the ambulances screaming all over there as well, it was quite chaotic. People were very stoical about it, everybody set about putting it right...and getting, as long as we could get the aircraft back in and serviced and off again that was all that mattered and that was what was done.
Male Speaker: The immediate war caused quite a sensation in the school, because we all had to take home a letter from the school authorities to say, “Did we wish to be evacuated?” And it was a decision for the parents to take. One option was to go to Canada for the war. And I recall the discussion at home, were my brother and I to be sent to Canada for the duration of the war? And the decision, thank goodness, was, no we won’t, we will see it out. 
Female Speaker #2: We met the train at Euston station; it was like a scene from an Italian Opera in many ways, so highly charged emotionally. The parents hugging their children, children crying, my mother looked at me and said, “Grow up to be a good girl.” And I thought funny, why’s she saying that?  My father said to me, “Look after that young man,” meaning my brother, and I said, “Yes, I would.” And I was a bit puzzled. Why? Why did she say, “Grow up to be a good girl?” And I realized then that they thought that maybe, they would never see us again.
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