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Chapter 3 – Section 3

The Asian World

Narrator: My first treasure in Japan is ancient, yet is still made today. It could be found in ordinary looking factory buildings like this one near Tokyo. As one of Japan’s most mystical objects, a deadly weapon and a sacred work of art. It all begins with the prayers at a shrine dedicated to one of the deities of Shin-To, the ancient belief in the power of elemental nature spirits and the ancestors. The sword is made of two different types of steel, hard on the outside so it can have a razor sharp edge and soft on the inside so it is flexible and doesn’t shatter in combat. The steel is beaten time and time again until the sword takes shape. The making of the sword takes 100 days. Matsuo meticulously applies clay to the sword. This hardens the steel and gives the blade a sharp edge. According to Shin-To beliefs, it also helps give the sword spiritual meaning, because clay or earth is one of the four elements.

Critical moment, this is where the sword makes it or doesn’t make it, right or wrong, all the work wasted, in which case broken down start again, or one gets a piece of perfection.  Okay, wow.  Can you tell it was right?
Male Speaker: (Japanese speaking) perhaps success.
Narrator: Perhaps success, okay. Congratulations.
Male Speaker: Thank you.

Narrator: Accompanied by a symphony of Cicadas, a Samurai warrior is about to test the new sword. Will it shatter on impact? And here a dragon, a dragon represents essential quality of the sword, the alchemy of the sword, the transformation of base metal into spiritual thing because the dragon seems to represent the four elements fire, water, air, earth, it comes from a cave, this is saying, the sword is the quintessence of the elements, quintessence of nature, represents the nature spirit, the nature Gods of Shin-To. I am holding in my hand the soul of Japan.

*****

PAGE  
1
Content Provided by BBC Motion Gallery

