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Chapter 05 – Section 4

The Spread of Protestantism

Narrator: So the printing press swept away forever the face medievalism, by making it possible to produce books in quantity and cheaply, new ideas spread rapidly. Just 50 years after the invention of the printing press, nine million books were in circulation throughout Europe, mostly spreading new religious ideas. Now buildings would cease to be the word in stone, forced to tell stories to an illiterate populace. Architecture could now assume a new purity and restraint and move in a more secular direction, but before the modern could be born history would be attacked, much of Western Europe would embark on a frenzy of vandalism. This was part of what became known as The Reformation. In sixteenth century England, the age old supremacy of the Roman Catholic Church was overturned. St. Mary’s church at Beeston in Norfolk, the site of a violent attack on history and religious decoration. In the 1540’s, Protestants tore through England’s churches stripping them of ornament, which they saw as superstitious, even sacrilegious, and so St. Mary’s which is currently being renovated fell victim to sixteenth century religious fundamentalism.

The ornaments attacked in this church were carved images and paintings of Christ, the Virgin Mary and of Saints. A screen at the east end of the church constructed, painted in the fifteenth century had been savagely, frenziedly attacked really, here you see the images of various saints, but all their sort of fleshy parts, who is be the faces, the hands scraped away by man really incredible.

But the destruction didn’t stop here. The Protestants defaced the animals carved in wooden pews. These saints have been savagely attacked here’s one, the roof sprouting above his head, face shaved away, even his little hands have gone, the angel below also attacked, the face cut off. It just shows what lengths these puritanical Protestants went to; to destroy what they saw as the superstitious images of Roman Catholicism.     
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