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Chapter 6 – Section 2
The Atlantic Slave Trade

Narrator: Gorée Slave Island off the west coast of Africa. This was what they called the Slave Coast. Just ten years after Columbus crossed the Atlantic, the Spanish landed the first African slaves in the new world. Over the next three centuries, the trade spread along the shoreline of West Africa as European demand extended from Gold and Ivory to human beings. The Europeans protected their interests with fortified trading posts along the African Coast. The old charts of West Africa hold a further clue to the nature of the European presence. The coastline was mapped in detail, but they filled in the interior with pictures of exotic animals, sometimes they admitted the truth.
Male Speaker #1: Beyond this, the country is unknown to Europeans.

Narrator: If the Europeans had gone inland, this is what they would have seen, a network of slave routes now overgrown or forgotten. The slaves were often sold on from one set of African merchants to another. Convoys could take a year to reach the coast, a river once deep and fast flowing where the slaves washed before they were shown to the next African buyers. Two hundred years ago, a busy slave market in the interior, now a school playground, a graveyard for those who died of exhaustion or were killed trying to escape. A resting place, in a tiny village before the final march to the coast.

Male Speaker #2: Many people were involved in slave trading. People were coming down as it were in release, it was simply trade, trading with people who want our gold or who want our slaves and we want their guns, their gin, their rum and their clothes and so on. So Africans were bringing down to trade and the Europeans were receiving them.
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