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Chapter 7 – Section 3
Response to Crisis: Absolutism


Narrator: St. Petersburg was the vision of one man, Czar Peter the Great who forced thousands of peasants and prisoners of war to build it. In 1703, this was bleak marshland. Just a few decades later the magnificent city we see today was rising out of the swamp. It remains one of the most impressive and ruthless feats of city building of the modern age.

This is Nevsky Prospekt which is the backbone of the city, it’s a great street and it was commissioned by Peter from a French architect and built by Swedish prisoners of war in the very early 1720s mostly. It was to be the great showcase of St. Petersburg lined with palaces and great public buildings. The point was to reveal to the world that Russia was no longer a cultural back water, but one of the great powers of Europe.  Military power and a great place of culture. One arch, another arch, and then this is amazing, suddenly the space, has been funneling in like that, explodes, opens up and in this spectacular square, the palace square, in front of me is the Winter Palace of the Czars. All these buildings were completed after Peter’s death, but that is not the point, there realizing and confirming his vision an amazing thought less than a hundred years after the plan was made to create a city here, the city was completed, a city that is one of the greatest cities in the world.
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