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Chapter 8 – Section 3

The Grandeur of the Moguls

Narrator: The Taj Mahal stands in the city of Agra in northern India. It was built almost 400 years ago. This awesome array of dazzling white marble is actually a mausoleum. A major part of its unique magic lies in the tragic love story which led to its creation.  Shāh Jahān was one of the greatest of the Mogul emperors of India. His favorite wife was Mumtaz Mahal, affectionately known as Taj Mahal.  Legend has it that Mumtaz Mahal and Shāh Jahān first caught sight of each other, both aged 15 at the Agra spice market. They fell instantly in love, got engaged, and five years later they were married. After his father’s death in 1627, Shāh Jahān succeeded him both as Emperor of India and of the mighty Mogul Empire, the superpower of its day. Mumtaz Mahal and Shāh Jahān were inseparable during their nineteen years of marriage and she was mother to all of his children, but fate dealt them the bitterest of blows when Mumtaz Mahal died aged only thirty-nine after giving birth to their fourteenth child. In memory of his adored wife, Shāh Jahān called upon all the riches of his empire and decided to build the most beautiful tomb the world had ever seen. Work began immediately, architects, designers, craftsmen, engineers, and stonemasons were summoned from all over the empire. Every inch was covered with the finest marble carved into designs of the greatest delicacy and beauty. There are forty three different gems to be found inlayed in the tomb alone. Never before or since has such an extravagant monument been built by a man for a woman. A monument of haunting beauty, built by a grieving husband for his one true love.
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