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Chapter 10 Section 3
The Impact of the Enlightenment


Narrator: Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart lived and breathed music from the very start, here at his family home his father gave music lessons and his older sister Nanette would sit and play the clavier, a kind of early piano, whilst Mozart watched fascinated. One day he clamored on to her seat and played the piece she’d just been practicing perfectly, he was only three years old.
Male Speaker: From then on his father taught him everything he knew. Convinced that his wonder child would become a great musician, Mozart’s gift grew and grew and by the time he was five he was composing his own music. Wolfgang’s talent was so unusual that his father saw it as his duty to God to show his genius son to the world, and so for over three years the Mozart family set out to travel the length and breadth of Europe to show the boy off to its rich and royal houses. One of the palaces the Mozart’s visited was this one the Schonbrunn Palace in Vienna. It was owned by the Hapsburgs, the most powerful ruling family in Europe, whose vast empire stretched across the continent. All the wealthy and important people of the day came to Schonbrunn now almost all of them are forgotten.
But one visitor who is remembered is the little boy who came here in 1762 when he was just six years old.
Narrator: Here the Mozart’s were to play before the Empress Maria Teresa, Wolfgang’s feet couldn’t even reach the floor and the royal audience must have wondered just how good this small boy could be, but he soon dazzled them all with his skill.
Male Speaker: From the start Mozart would perform musical tricks like playing pieces with a cloth over his hands so he couldn’t see the keys and playing with his hands behind his back, everyone was amazed.
Narrator: Mozart didn’t have a normal childhood and the strain of endless traveling affected his health. Eventually he returned home here to Salzburg, he was still only ten years old, but now he was known throughout Europe for his incredible gift. He worked at his composing and soon he was turning out new music of his own at a furious rate, to say he was the Britney Spears or Robbie Williams of his day, isn’t quite right. The world has changed so much since then, but in his way he was even bigger, the superstar of the eighteenth century.
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