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Chapter 13 – Section 1
The Growth of Industrial Prosperity


Narrator: When Victoria came to the throne in 1837 life had hardly changed in hundreds of years. Most people lived in the country at a pace dictated, by their trudging work horse.
We live in a world of such constant change that it’s hard to imagine how unchanging life used to be before the Victorian era. In those days nothing traveled faster than a galloping horse and it could take days to get to the next town. In fact there was no incentive to travel really, because you would probably be working the land just like your father and your grandfather before you. Come on Toby, around we go. But if you were born a Victorian, things were going to be very different. All around people were getting really excited about what they called progress and they were delighting in an exuberance of speed, and for the first time you might have seen something like this…Steam power was Victorian high technology and wonderfully simple. This is the firebox and all the hot gasses and smoke go along tubes through this which is the boiler, where water is being turned into steam. Now the steam goes up into the brown working cylinder and here it pushes the piston along and the piston turns that big heavy flywheel and the momentum of the flywheel pushes the piston back after the steam has escaped and so the cycle continues. So all the smoke and steam goes up the chimney and if I open the regulator a little and let more steam in, I can have more power just see how the speed picks up…Before the age of steam, if you wanted to build a factory you had to build it where there was a natural source of energy like a fast flowing river, so that you could put in a waterwheel but once you had a steam engine like this 500 horsepower monster which drives the entire mill then you could build your factory anywhere and the Victorians did, they build them right across the country. A 100 years ago there would have been 300 looms working in this single shed. There were three sheds in this single mill and across Lancashire there were thousands of mills. Factories like this were establishing the modern world, weaving had always been a traditional craft industry in Lancashire, but the idea of bringing hundreds of people together to work in one place was extraordinary. It must have been mind blowing for people who had been working out on the farm. 
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