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Chapter 13 – Section 2
The Emergence of Mass Society


Female Speakers: The thing to be was decadent. Fancy a woman, a young girl coming to work for men. She said, you are an indolent, feckless girl and the policeman stepped right over this sideways and I went right into his arms. And then one day my brother said to me why don’t you go and get something to do, not go moving about the place. So I couldn’t think of anything I could do, but he said he’d been down Victoria Street and he had looked into a great big shop window there and there they had some sort of little machine and ladies were working this machine and he understood they were called typewriters. The headmistress at the school had me up and she said you are an indolent and feckless girl, you are drawing in your exercise book when you ought to be concentrating on your work, because child what are we put into this world for.  And I looked at her and said sometimes I don’t think any of us know.
This is the typewriter I used to sit in the window with and type on, and the crowds outside used to be still looking; all waiting to see what I was doing. And I’d only been there about four or five months and she put me on the staff and I received this big sum of 8 shillings a week. After saving up some of my 8 shillings, I was able to have a bicycle and then came the question about rational dress and there is a photograph I can show you there of myself in the first rational dress, you had a flapping thing right down your knees and then when you were to go home you took it off and you folded it up and put on the back of the bicycle and put your skirts on because it would never do for the ladies to see you in what was called a very, very indecent dress. And I was going along one day and a handsome cab driver looked down and he said, don’t you want any children? I was about 18. I don’t know whether I replied or not, I can't remember, I expect it was something cheeky back. The girls didn’t smoke but we had slang, we had slang which was looked upon as not quite nice by all people, everything was either ripping or foul or rotten. Of course people worked in factories for about 2 shillings a day if that, of course people all wore hats in the street, of course people called each other miss and mister until they were engaged, of course there was no such things as anything but of course. I think the young women of today should be very grateful for all the things we older ones did, because we did go into the offices and we pushed open the door a little bit and we opened the life for the younger women. 
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