Chapter 15 – Section 2

Revolution in China


Narrator: (Translation) According to the Confucian concept, China was the center of the world, hence the name “Chin Yuan” meaning central kingdom. It followed that her emperors were supreme rulers who regarded all other nations, near and far as barbarians or at most tributary vassal states.
Unknown to most people, here in the capitol of Communist China there are still members of the imperial family, including the emperors closest confidant, his younger brother.

His name is Puyi. By the frugal standards of today’s China, he lives palatially with nine cats and his memories.

This is the earliest picture of the emperor, the little boy standing with his brother now eighty. The emperor and his brother shared the same perilous life. Later after ten years of prison re-education as war criminals and Japanese collaborators, the communist authorities freed both of them.

Translator: We were amazed that they hadn’t killed us; in fact, everything about the way they treated us was a surprise. My brother often said that if his government had captured any communists, it would have killed them.

Narrator: Now the emperor’s brother lives a respected, tranquil life, practicing ancient Chinese skills. The emperor himself died nearly twenty years ago as an ordinary Chinese citizen. The boy who had been crowned as the Son of Heaven, died as a park gardener.
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