Chapter 17 – Section 2
The Rise of Dictatorial Regimes

Female Narrator: Lenin had exhausted himself in holding the revolution together. In May 1922, he suffered the first in a series of strokes. After that his presence in public and in the office diminished, as a consequence, Stalin persuaded the Central Committee to make him responsible for Lenin’s medical care. Now he had control over the man he had once served. When he heard that Lenin had dictated a memo to his arch enemy Trotsky, he made a near fatal blunder. He telephoned Krupskaya, Lenin’s wife, who had taken down the memo.

Male Speaker #1: This is an example of a man who is supposed to be this great political machine, but in fact at the vital moment he loses his temper and almost loses everything. He almost destroys his career; I mean losing his temper with Krupskaya leads Lenin to write his testament which demands the removal of Stalin as Secretary General, as over powerful and rude.

Female Narrator: The testament was sealed in an envelope and given to Krupskaya to be opened after Lenin’s death. One of his secretaries, however, leaked the fact to Stalin that Lenin meant to finish him. It was to be done at the 12th party Congress by Trotsky, acting on Lenin’s behalf, but the wily Stalin offered Trotsky a political concession in return for momentarily dropping the issue. Trotsky fell for it. Lenin’s death was Stalin’s lucky break, but the threat hadn’t gone away. Stalin read an extraordinary tribute to the leader who had tried to destroy him.

Male Speaker #2: Comrade Lenin ordained us to hold high and keep pure, the great title of member of the party, we vowed to thee that thou shall fulfill by commandment.

Female Narrator: Stalin would now use Lenin’s name to destroy those who stood between him and absolute power. There was to be a collective leadership and his main rival Trotsky, the darling of the party was to be a key part of it. Trotsky had described Stalin as a gray bureaucrat, a mediocrity; it was a fatal underestimation of Stalin’s political skill. Stalin had control of the political machinery and would use it over the next six years to destroy Trotsky and all his other rivals. Once they were out of the way Stalin could pursue his own vision.

Male Speaker #2: He wanted to make the Soviet Union into an industrial colossus and a military power to be reckoned with on the European mainland.

Male Speaker #1: Stalin executed a radical turn, the great turn, he called it, the Stalin revolution, and the Stalin revolution was in fact a much more dramatic change in the life of the Russian people that even the Lenin revolution of 1917 had changed everything.

Male Speaker #3: He wanted soviet modernity. He wanted an end to the old Russia of the peasant, of the village, of the Christian faith and he wanted virtually an industrialized countryside to take the place of medieval Muscovie that he so much detested.

Female Narrator: Stalin mobilized an army of enthusiastic young Communists who would leave the cities and head into the countryside to radicalize the peasants. Thousands of workers left Moscow and St. Petersburg to drag the peasants into the twentieth century. The master of propaganda now showed the town dwellers in films such as this, how it was the greedy peasants or Kulaks that were responsible for grain shortages in the cities. Lists of the guilty were published.

Male Speaker #3: He expropriated their property and he deported most of them to Siberia for at least five years.

Female Narrator: His policies caused a rural nightmare. The cities now had grain, but in the country there was none. The peasants were starving. For those who dared to hoard grain Stalin had a solution, a new law: protocol 111. They called it the five ear law; you could be shot for stealing five grains of corn. Through this act Stalin introduced the twentieth century to industrial scale murder. 
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