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Chapter 18 – Section 1

Nationalism in the Middle East


Narrator: The militant nationalist who ruled Turkey in 1915 had long regarded the Armenians as a treacherous minority. It was the entry of Turkey into World War I which created the conditions in which they could be removed. Thriving Armenian communities would vanish from the face of the earth. Neither women nor children would be spared. Some Armenian nationalists had sided with the invading Russians an entire people were declared enemies.

Male Speaker: Whatever crimes, the most perverted instincts of the human mind can devise and whatever refinements of persecution and injustice the most abased imagination can conceive became the daily misfortunes of this devoted people. I am confident that the whole history of the human race contains no such horrible episode as this. 

Narrator: One of the few Turkish historians to challenge the official view says the state used starvation as well as execution to kill the Armenians.

Male Speaker #2: The Armenians were rounded up organized into convoy’s men, women, children, old men, old women and began to be deported in huge convoys under conditions of horrible squalor and oppression. On the way, they began to be attacked not just by spontaneously operating bandits, but by death squads and vengeful vindictive tribes organized by the unionist special organization.

Narrator: In other words the government’s agents.

Male Speaker #2: The government’s agents.

Narrator: For the first time in the twentieth century cattle trucks would be used to carry people to desolation. 
Male Speaker #3: The real purpose of the deportation was robbery and destruction. It really represented a new method of massacre. When the Turkish authorities gave the orders for these deportations, they were merely giving the death warrant to a whole race.

Narrator: Turkey says none of this proves there was any intention to destroy the Armenians.
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