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Chapter 19 – Section 4
Home Front and Aftermath of War

Narrator: America’s most epical call to arms and preparedness, millions of men from 21 to 36 line up and sign up throughout the nation. There’s Winthrop Rockefeller, son of John D Junior, answer the call to national service. And well if it isn’t Maxie Baer, ready to go into training again, and no kidding, well not much.  The rodeo stars sign up hoping they don’t draw the iron cavalry, one of the first young men to register is Warren Pershing, son of our famous wartime Commander, all races, creeds and colors lineup for national defense. In China Town, the rush is just as great and enthusiastic as elsewhere. Harlem too keeps their registrars busy. With the safety of America threatened, all American’s, the humble and the mighty, willingly embrace selective service. From the White House comes a definite promise by the President to those answering their nation’s preparedness call.

President Roosevelt: Our present program will train 800,000 additional men this coming year and somewhat less than a million men each year thereafter; it is a program obviously of defensive preparation and of defensive preparation only. To the 16 million young men who registered today, I say that democracy is your cause, the cause of youth.
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