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Chapter 20 – Section 1
Development of the Cold War


Narrator: For nearly 30 years, the Berlin Wall was the most powerful marker of the divide between east and west. In 1961, the cold war was reaching a peak, and Berlin was at the heart of those tensions. Hagan Kopf played a unique role in the unfolding drama. 

Translator: I first heard about it on the 13th of August. I was home on weekend leave. We lived on the eastside near the border with West Berlin. In the morning, we were traveling home by military transport; I put the radio on and heard that the border was closed. It started with a simple human chain. The soldiers stood on the border with barbed wire between them, which was then raised up and fastened onto the posts. And so the border developed over many weeks. The wall wasn’t built in just one day. That afternoon I was summoned to my barracks and I received an order to start preparing some maps. On the 15th of August, there was an inspection of the border installations. I was asked to go along with the officials, so I’d stand politely, a little to one side and they would say to me Herr Kopf, “Show us this on the map.” Which I’d do, and they’d all bend over and have a look. 

So in the afternoon, we started off at the Brandenburg Gate. Then went down to Potsdammer Platz and then onto Checkpoint Charlie. When we got to Checkpoint Charlie, there was a group of people gathered on the western side protesting about what the east was doing with the border. Our group looked at them and we thought those people over there are war mongers. We wanted to give them a signal. It was decided that I, as a low ranking soldier, should go and actually mark out the border in front of them. I received an order to paint a thick white line across the street from Café Adler over there, it had to pass directly in front of this sign here so it went from across there and then straight along here. 
Narrator: What started off as a display of power, became one of the most enduring symbols of the cold war. Hagan, like many people, became disillusioned with the ideology in which he had so strongly believed. 
Translator: Communism proved itself to be unworkable. Fifty years after the terrible Second World War it became only a question of how long before these divisions in the world would come to an end. 
On the 16th of February, 1989, I was taken into hospital with hepatitis.  I spent six months there. When I came out in July, it was a completely different East Germany from the one I left behind. People were out on the streets. There was an openness, none of the old fear or repression; this was the East Germany I came back to. On the 9th of November, 1989, the Berlin Wall came down, I sat in front of the TV watching it all and I wanted to go to the border to experience it for myself, but then my wife said to me you are staying at home. I am still trying today to find words to express how I felt, but the feeling was so great, so overwhelming that it can't be expressed in words. It was such a joyous happy atmosphere, words can’t do it justice. Such joy, I even had tears running down my cheeks. It must never be allowed to happen again, no more divisions, no more wars between people.
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