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Chapter 20 – Section 2

The Soviet Union and Eastern Europe


Narrator: Alexander Dubcek, first secretary of the Czechoslovakia Communist Party and now the most carefully watched man in the world. For the people of Czechoslovakia, he is now something of a demigod and they buy pictures of him like this, for one in six, at street corner news stands, as one might buy glossy pictures of famous film stars. But the life of Alexander Dubcek is by no means as glamorous, for he knows that despite the public adulation which follows him everywhere, his own political destiny still hangs in the balance. His constant dilemma is trying to achieve some sort of passive personality in the present political crisis without leaving his people with that awesome feeling that they have been betrayed. He has already been dubbed as a Czechoslovak hero and hailed as a second maverick, the Czechoslovaks into a new stronger sense of national unity. More cautiously the Prime Minister Mr. Chernick has already said that it is not possible to live long on the authority and popularity of individuals.  He went even further and added that Mr. Dubcek himself was against his being glorified in anyway. 
Male Speaker: For the people of Czechoslovakia, this is perhaps the most crucial moment of the entire crisis under intense military pressure from Russia they have already submitted to Moscow’s demands. They have seen their hopes for a new liberalization of the country crushed by force. The Russians they say should now be content and go home, but whether the Czechoslovak party leaders can convince the Kremlin that the time is right for a Soviet withdrawal is another matter. The Russians are now so firmly entrenched in Czechoslovak soil and have such influence and control over life here that it is clear they have no intention of pulling out until they see an acceptable political settlement. And such a settlement in fact will probably mean forcing the Czechoslovak’s to keep some form of permanent occupation. The suffocating feeling of being occupied by another power is of course nothing new to Czechoslovakia. The Russians may well have come here like protective parents anxious for a wayward daughter. But Prague still remembers the German presence in these streets during the last war. Now in anguish and near despair, she sees the Soviet invasion as the same sort of threat to her freedom and independence. Yet in spite of everything, the feeling of Czechoslovak nationalism and unity is riding high everywhere and to their acute embarrassment the Russians are still being reminded of it.
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