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Chapter 21 – Section 2
Eastern Europe


Narrator: Although Slobodan Milosevic suspended autonomy in the Kosovo region of Serbia ten years ago; outsiders long regarded it as an internal affair. Most of the inhabits, about two million are Albanians and during the past decade, their longing for freedom turned into a violent struggle. Kosovo was wracked by fighting and NATO finally became involved. Albanian guerillas, the Kosovo Liberation Army or KLA staged an uprising and the Yugoslav security machine tried to crush it.

Male Speaker #1: The KLA was arming; the KLA was taking very provocative steps in an effort to draw the west into the crisis that was ultimately successful. The Serbs were playing right into the KLA’s hands by committing atrocity after atrocity, way overreacting, wiping out entire villages, outrageous actions which had to be responded to and the west was having an argument about whether or not the UN had to act first, what the role of the Russians would be and so on.  

Narrator: October the 13th, NATO approved its activation orders for air strikes.

And they authorized two air attack options, the phased air campaign lasting several months and the so called limited air operation of just a few days and that reflected the belief among many alliance members that Milosevic would fold after a short sharp shock. 

Male Speaker #2: We had to move from a political dynamic of consensus compromise, at least common denominator solutions a military dynamic in the conflict, but this was entirely predictable, you see what wasn’t predictable was at what point Milosevic would toss in the towel. There was never a specific level of bomb damage that could be correlated with his loss of will. It wasn’t as though you’d say okay, we are going to, once we take out his house this guy is going to give up, okay it wasn’t the house or what about only strike the television, well that will make him real mad, but he didn’t give up for that either, how about the electric power, no it wasn’t just the electric power, was it 50 tanks on the ground, 100 tanks on the ground, there was no clear level and in a campaign whose fundamental purpose is to reinforce diplomacy. What you are involved in is its high stakes coercion.

Narrator: On the 12th of June, NATO units of K4 began moving in and the Serbs started pulling out, NATO’S key demands had been met. Terms for the Russian presence had been agreed, the war was over. NATO unity had just outlasted Milosevic’s will to resist. 
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