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Chapter 21 – Section 3

Europe and North America


Narrator: And that’s it, Germany is now united. The third time in this country’s history, smaller than Bismarck's Germany, smaller than the Germany Hitler imposed upon Europe, but big enough, say the Germans to be peaceable and no threat to the rest of Europe.  

There’s enjoyment here tonight, but somehow there’s less innocence, otherwise two thirds of West Germans tell the opinion pollsters they expect to make financial sacrifices for German unity, only one third say they are happy about that, may be unity’s come too quickly, may be the East Germans didn’t drive nearly hard enough a bargain for it, but although being here you can't help sharing the sense of delight you equally can’t forget that sense of nervousness, faint nervousness among Germany’s neighbors. Still in my experience it’s those who know Germany least who are most nervous and by contrast those who know it best are the least worried.

Male Speaker #1: I am happy about reunification, I think it’s a good chance for the greater Germany or for the Germany in future in an economical sense.
Narrator: Not in a political sense?  

Male Speaker #1: Yes, that’s natural in a political sense, but in a political sense we should say that we have got a responsibility about Europe, that’s the saying because I am very happy to see is a European flag over there and not only German flag.
Narrator: Give me some idea about your emotions this evening?

Female Speaker: I think every one is very enthusiastic and very glad about the reunification of Germany, I think it is a very big deal.
Narrator: No doubt, no anxieties at all?
Female Speaker: No, not at all.

Narrator: What about when you know that in other countries people are nervous about it, people say Germany is going to be a very big country and a very rich country, does that worry you?

Female Speaker: No, I think the German knows the risks of it and will take care about it.
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