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Chapter 21 – Section 4
Western Society and Culture


Narrator: This was how the end of an era was heralded. The American Marines rolled into the deserted streets of an Iraqi capital that will never be the same again. Armed to the teeth and with little opposition, they began to take control. Word began to spread slowly as the Marines moved deeper into the city; Iraqis began to shed the fear of decades. They used to chant for Saddam now they are pledging their loyalty to George W. Bush.

Male Speaker: Down Saddam Hussein, down Saddam Hussein.

Narrator: And then the big push began, they thundered into Baghdad, the roaring sound of tank engines resounding around the city streets. They drove past the government buildings that had been smashed by three weeks of air strikes. As they did so, more and more Iraqis began to greet them. It was looking like a conquering army entering an open city. More and more Iraqis were gathering to greet the Americans. For them the darkness of the last twenty years under Saddam was crumbling. They wanted to bring it all to an end and tear down the statue of the dictator. At first, the Americans didn’t get involved, but these pictures were being beamed live around the world and they joined in. An American armored personnel carrier drove up to the statue to help bring it down. This is how regime change was going to be defined today. It was a breath taking image. 
Reporter: Twenty five years of hatred and rage as they jump up on the statue, trouncing it with anything, they’re taking their shoes off and smashing it to pieces, they’re waving their fists in the air.

Narrator: This was the moment that all the cruel years of Saddam Hussein was ended by the sheer rage of ordinary Iraqis. Whether he’s dead or alive hardly seems relevant anymore, his rule and control has gone.
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