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Chapter 22 – Section 1

General Trends in Latin America


Narrator: This was the mobilization for the American invasion this morning. The movement of troops out of the Panama Canal Zone which they’re allowed by treaty to guard and into the sovereign territory of Panama itself. It is an action that has brought immediate criticism from Moscow just at a time when the two super powers have been talking of working more closely together.

Male Speaker #1: This action being a violation of the UN charter, of the universally accepted norms of inter-states relations are to be condemned by the world community. The United States should stop its armored intervention in Panama immediately.

Narrator: But for Washington, Panama is not just in its backyard, the canal is of vital strategic importance as well. Washington’s interest in the country has never been more acute. General Noriega’s supporters bludgeoned their way to power, beating up key opposition figures, rigging the voting, and finally simply ignoring a result that didn’t suit them. A British MP who observed the elections now believes this invasion will be welcomed.

Male Speaker #2: The great thing about Noriega was that it was obvious that he was ripping off everybody. He wasn’t just ripping off his fellow military other government sources, businesses from all over the world; he was ripping off the Panamanian people themselves. They knew that and there was a very considerable groundswell to get rid of him 

Narrator: But although General Noriega had defied democracy and made life uncomfortable, if not dangerous for American troops around the canal, that won’t stop international criticism.  Americas recent change in its own law last month to allow this kind of direct intervention won’t be justification in the eyes of some countries.  Memories of previous American actions will be rekindled, the bombing of Libya three years ago among them and just as that action raised tension in the Middle East, so today’s may in Central America.
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