Chapter 22 – Section 3
The Nations of South America

Male Narrator: Images of the past haunt Chileans. The Presidential Palace bombed during the coup of 1973, with Marxist President Salvador Allende perishing within. Thousands of leftists were rounded up, many executed in secret. The dictatorship ended in 1990, Patricio Aylwin was elected president after civilian leaders and Pinochet struck a deal, a transition to democracy in return for a full amnesty for the military. So the Presidential Palace long since renovated now houses a center-left coalition government, but it has to face a tough question. Was it; is it, right to let the architects of past repression get away with murder? It’s a question say the pragmatists of looking forward, accentuating the positive. It is a world view which acknowledges the military regime wasn’t all bad. Pinochet’s privatization for example, sparked a financial boom and while poverty remains, most Chileans have done very nicely amid the political compromises. A memorial in Santiago’s main cemetery provides evidence of the real injustice. These are the names of the executed and the still disappeared.  Here inscribed in marble is the unfinished business which undermines Chile’s claim to be a fully democratic accountable society. But, times have changed since 1973, there is no cold war anymore, no automatic American support for dictators opposed to communism, so may be the powers of the generals have receded. Chile’s ambiguities are all about power. The military has left the main stage to the professional politicians, but only after ensuring a script to its liking. None too subtly, the generals are warning the public not to risk the gains Chile has made. Digging up past crimes could revive a terrible national nightmare.
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