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Chapter 23 – Section 1
Independence in Africa


Reporter: Mr. Mandela your 27 years in prison, the first years were very hard, weren’t they on Robin Island? 

Nelson Mandela: My first years were very hard indeed, but we drew a distinction between the system, against which we were fighting, and the individuals who carried out that policy, who also were determined to resist the system. As far as the individuals are concerned we had to discriminate because there were bad men, there were good men, and the good men tried to make things easy for us.

Reporter: On Robin Island, you were actually working in the quarries and you faced the possibility of surely of dieing, you must have felt sense of hopelessness at some stage? 

Nelson Mandela: Strangely enough we never felt a sense of hopelessness, because we went to jail under a cloud of praise and support and demands for our release by heads of states, by governments, by parliaments which gave us, which were a source of inspiration to us.

Reporter: You have met a lot of government ministers, you met president De Clerk, is this government ready to accept one person one vote, simple majority rule?

Nelson Mandela: Well, they are a concept of group rights, means that they are not ready to accept the principle of one person one vote, but we are determined to negotiate on the basis of this demand, but at the same time we are consciously aware of the concern of whites over this demand and we are prepared to address it.
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