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Chapter 23 – Section 2
Conflict in the Middle East


Narrator: Since the 1967 war the West Bank and Gaza strip have been occupied by Israel, despite repeated UN resolutions requiring it to withdraw. The occupation has been the focus of Palestinian protest and unrest. Israel established a military and civil administration to govern and control most aspects of Palestinian life. As the occupation continued, so did Palestinian militant attacks on Jews in Israel and abroad. Palestinian resentment at what they see as Israeli repression in the West Bank and Gaza is heightened by their anger against the policy of settlement building.  Palestinians regard the hundreds of thousands of settlers who live under tight Israeli military protection, as intruders who have stolen their land. By 1987, tension in the territories was building to boiling point. Palestinians lived with the fear of loosing their land and being forced to move to other countries and with the daily miseries of occupation. These pressures led to the first Intifada or mass uprising. The goal of Intifada was to end that occupation and achieve independence from Israel. The Palestinians refused to pay taxes and staged strikes and massive street demonstrations, but there were acts of violence as well and allegations that the Israelis had instructions to use brutal punishments. The PLO leadership in exile watched the Intifada with alarm. They were in danger of loosing their position as a leading player in Palestinian resistance. Arafat rose to the challenge. He moved the PLO to support a two-state solution, a state for Israel and a state for Palestine. 

Yasser Arafat: While the Intifada escalates, I declare we are ready; we are willing to negotiate peace.

Narrator: He went on to tell the world at the United Nations that the PLO renounced to the use of violence.

Yasser Arafat: We totally and absolutely renounce all forms of terrorism.

Narrator: For the US, this was a turning point and it began dialogue with the PLO. 

Male Speaker: Ladies and gentlemen, Mr. Arafat Chairman of the Executive Council of the Palestine Liberation Organization, his Excellency Yitzhak Rabin Prime Minister of Israel, the President of the United States.  

Narrator: The declaration of principles signed on the White House lawn was sealed with a historic handshake.

Yitzhak Rabin: We who have fought against you, the Palestinians, we say to you today in a loud and a clear voice, enough of blood and tears, enough….

Narrator: The declaration of principles brought the first Intifada to an end. It was based on mutual recognition by Israel and the PLO and it offered the Palestinians a prospect of peace and statehood.
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