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Chapter 24 – Section 1
Communist China


Narrator: The Chinese Communist Party has spent most of its 50 years in power trying to change the flow of life in China. Now it’s virtually given up the struggle. The flow is running faster than ever. Life is getting back to something approaching the system that existed before the communists took over. The old bourgeois values are back in fashion, individuality, greater personal freedom, the desire to make a decent profit. Under Mao Tse Tung individuality became thought crime, everything to do with the past was liable to be torn down. Everyone had to wear the same sort of clothes and wave exactly the same little red book. Mao as the books author, earned enormous royalties as a result, he could be as individualistic as he liked, no one else could. Everyone lived in fear, westerners not understanding this and taking the public smiles at face value assumed the Chinese must be brainwashed, a nation of autometer. And then after 10 years of this, along came one of the cultural revolutions most prominent victims to turn the whole Maoist approach on its head, suddenly with Deng Xiao Ping as paramount leader what counted was success, not rigid ideology nor mindless obedience. “It doesn’t matter whether the cat is black or white, as long as it catches mice” was one new slogan, and there was another “Poverty isn’t socialism.” Deng with his chosen successor Jiang Zemin beside him could see no reason why the party of workers and peasants shouldn’t encourage people to get rich. It is hard to think of a more complete turnaround. The country side is prospering too. It was in rural China rather than the cities that the first reforms began to take affect after Mao Tse Tung died. Even now the peasants don’t own the land they work on, it is leased to them by the state, but for the first time in China’s long history, they have the right to plant what they want without having to be told either by the big land owners, as used to happen or by the bosses of the collective farms under communism. Freeing up the countryside has been a big success. Here in the village of Hoshei, for instance the climate is perfect for growing apples, yet it was only 15 years ago under Deng Xiao Ping that the first apple trees were planted. The government undertakes to make sure its people are well off, the people must leave politics to the government. The protestors at Tiananmen Square had all sorts of causes, but one of the main ones was the sense that the China of Deng Xiao Ping lacked any kind of idealism, that it was all about material values and nothing more. Back in 1989, the young wanted something they could put their faith in.  Nowadays, it seems they found it, it’s money. The government keeps its end of the bargain by giving people the wherewithal for the good life and they keep their end by not interfering with what the government wants to do, Asian values very comfortable all round.
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