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Chapter 24 – Section 2
South and Southeast Asia


Narrator: Vietnam was divided between the communist north under its leader Ho Chi Minh and the south supported by the United States. By March 1965, the Americans feared the Saigon regime was about to collapse and the North Vietnamese and their guerrilla allies the Viet Cong who controlled much of the countryside in the south would takeover. And so President Johnson dispatched the first American combat troops to Vietnam.

Captioning: During 1966 and 1967, the war escalates. By the beginning of 1967, there are 400,000 American troops in Vietnam. 

Male Speaker #1: The Air Cavalry, just one American division, with more than 400 helicopters of its own nothing can outrun the flying horseman they leapfrog from village to village trying to trap the VC in the valleys.

Captioning: Vietnam prepares for its annual Tet holiday, and an unofficial ceasefire. Communist forces launch a major offensive throughout South Vietnam. The ‘Tet Offensive’ – and mounting American casualties – accelerate demands to bring the troops home.

(SONG)

Captioning: Richard Nixon becomes President and pledges to end the war. 60,000 American troops return home. But nearly 500,000 remain in Vietnam as peace talks in Paris are deadlocked.  President Nixon orders attacks on communist bases in neighboring Cambodia.  

President Nixon: To protect our men who are in Vietnam and to guarantee the continued success of our withdrawal, I have concluded that the time has come for action.

Four years and two months ago, when I first came into this office as President, by far the most difficult problem confronting the nation was seemingly endless war in Vietnam. Tonight, the day we have all worked and prayed for has finally come.  

Captioning: Under the terms of a ceasefire agreement, the U.S. withdraws all but a handful of troops from Vietnam. Communist troops are allowed to remain in their existing positions inside South Vietnam.

North Vietnam breaks the ceasefire agreement. The communists launch ‘Operation Ho Chi Minh’, their final assault on the South.

Narrator: With the panache of a General Patton, the first North Vietnamese tanks swept into Saigon, the last will and testament of Ho Chi Minh was being fulfilled, the people of Saigon try to react as if they all felt this was liberation.
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