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Chapter 24 – Section 3
Japan and the Pacific


Narrator: Japan is a land of great challenges, a place whose rocky surface has been violently shaped by the huge forces beneath her feet. This geology has tempered the Japanese people and given them a steely resilience 

In rebuilding this defeated nation from the decimation of war, the inhabitants of this magnificent archipelago had to dig deep into the reserves of ingenuity and understanding of the world around them, it’s little wonder that their success story was called a miracle. 

At the end of the Second World War, Japan was left with a legacy of defeat, its economy had been devastated and once again geology had cursed it.  

Metals and minerals were very scarce. Japan needed to rebuild its manufacturing industry on the back of imported raw materials. The place for the ports and harbors was the plains and there too was the land to build a manufacturing plant and house the workforce.

Driven by an entrepreneurial spirit and fueled by the low value of the yen, Japanese goods opened up export markets. Almost overnight Japan managed to rebuild itself and become one of the world’s most successful economies. During the 1980’s, it was vying with the United States for the number one spot. The country has become one of the biggest and most technologically advanced producers of everything from ships, cars, and machine tools to electronic equipment. 
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