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Chapter 25 – Section 1
Challenges of a New Century


Narrator: Draped in the stars and stripes, the money makers of Wall Street went back to work today for the first time since last weeks attack. They wanted to show that life here can and will return to normal, but there is nothing normal about having troops all along Wall Street, the financial capital of the world still looks like a war zone. Many workers wore masks to protect them from the acrid smoke and asbestos dust lingering in the air, but New York was working again and proud of it.

New Yorkers will tell you they have been desperate to get back to business. They say they want to show they won’t be defeated by terrorism and that the American dream will not be destroyed.

Male Speaker #1: You know we have to get back to the exchange as much as I would like to be home my wife and my family they expect us to be down on the floor and if it lifts everybody’s spirit, then I think I have done some good today.

Narrator: The ruins where thousands died are just a few blocks away, many on Wall Street lost friends here, so this morning grief counselors were on hand to offer support to some of the wealthiest people in the world.

Female Speaker: Doesn’t matter whether you are rich or poor or young or old, you still have those same feelings of trauma.

Narrator: New York’s ferries resumed a normal service too today, bringing thousands of commuters back into lower Manhattan, their journey taking them right past what is left of the World Trade Center and the cloud of smoke that still hangs over it, six days on. Jim Textore, a Wall Street lawyer fled from the carnage last week across the Hudson River, now he was returning at last 

Male Speaker #2: In a British style from the blitz and from your IRA problems, it is very important that you demonstrate that you can't be beat and that you have to go back to work, put on your bowtie go back to work do your business.

Narrator: They were doing their business at the New York Stock Exchange, but not before they observed two minutes silence for the dead. It was followed by a rendition of “God Bless America”. Another display of patriotism from a country that considers itself at war, then New York fireman got the Stock Exchange back to work.

Male Speaker #3: Our hero’s will now open the marketplace, the green button.

Narrator: The Exchange resumes trading after its longest break since the depression of the 1920’s. It reopened to record its worst ever fall in one day, all the talk is of recession and war. President Bush has ratcheted up his rhetoric. The White House says a ban on carrying out assassinations would not stop America trying to kill its prime suspect Osama Bin Laden because that would count as self defense. Mr. Bush says one way or another Bin Laden has to pay.

*****

PAGE  
1
Content Provided by BBC Motion Gallery

