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Chapter 25 – Section 2
New Global Communities


Narrator: In Congo, the faithful are getting ready for their prayers to be answered.  They have waited a lifetime to vote.

Male Speaker – Unknown Language
Narrator: Their preachers are asking god for peace during the election and when it is all over for peace afterwards. From the air you get a sense of the scale of Congo, as big as Western Europe, with vast mineral deposits and barely any roads. Congo has been at war with its neighbors and with itself, deep in the forest, close to four million people have died. The United Nations is trying to reach the armed groups still lurking in the bush, dropping leaflets promising money. Those who have given up the gun, gather for their pay off, its £15 pounds a month. There is no accountability for the past and no guarantee for the future, the money stops in a year’s time. For now though, it’s buying some stability. But in Eastern Congo, you don’t need to go far to find trouble, the fighting has never really ended here. This is one of the newest camps for the displaced. People describe a pattern of attacks, atrocities and repeated flight. They run for their lives time and again, most recently from a militia allied to Rwanda. Kanzi tells us how he lost five of his children. They died in the bush over the years killed by cold, hunger, or disease. Now he wants to vote like the others here, though it’s a risky five hour walk back to his village. And here is the face to remember Joseph Kabila front runner for president. He inherited the job five years ago when his father was assassinated. He and his cronies don’t control the whole country, but he is seen by many as a vote for stability. As Congo’s new day approaches, security is the big question. We joined UN troops fanning out from their base in the east. They are part of the biggest peace keeping operation in the world, 17,000 troops now focused on holding this election. The troops have been patrolling throughout the day and they are going to carry on throughout the night. The United Nations wants to provide a very visible sense of security, to send a message to the people here that the election will go ahead and that it will be safe for them to vote. There is a lot at stake here for the UN, for Congo and for its neighbors. Whatever lies ahead, getting this far is a real achievement, a long suffering nation is finally about to be heard, BBC News, Eastern Congo.                                                       *****
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