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Chapter 2 – Section 1

A Changing World


MALE SPEAKER: The renaissance the greatest intellectual and artistic achievement of the last 2000 years.  The word means “rebirth”. This started in Medieval Italy when scholars and artists broke free from the intellectual chains of their own era, which they described as a dark age.  They believed light would dawn if they could revive the grandeur of the art and architecture of ancient Greece and Rome and if they could apply the lessons of its poets and philosophers to their own time.  By returning to the past in this way the Renaissance man created a whole new universe, he light the foundations for modern science, explored the nature of space and time and put the Americas on the map.  All this can be glimpsed through the prism of renaissance art but what it shows us above all is how Renaissance man discovered himself, the self, the human face and form and what it means to have a unique individual consciousness.  The ambition to transform pigment and stone into a representation of life is perhaps part of the wider anthropological impulse. It’s behind many myths of both ancient roman and more modern.  Pygmalion carving a living statue of Dr. Frankenstein creating his monster. This creation of life from dead matter is there in Picassos stone bull part of a line of progeny stretching back through classical antiquity to the Cretan Minotaur and beyond. But there are also intimations of Picasso here a reminder that the renaissance looked forward in time too.
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