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Chapter 2 – Section 2 

Early Exploration


MALE SPEAKER #1:  For Columbus it was a day of triumph the realization of a dream and obsession.  The fleet that would change the world was small three ships and only about 90 men.

MALE SPEAKER #2:  Friday the 3rd of August 1492, we set out from the bar of Saltez, we went with a strong sea breeze 60 miles to the southward before sunset, afterwards to the southwest and south by west which was the course for the Canaries. 

MALE SPEAKER #1: Columbus headed southwest to take advantage of the trade winds which blow across the Atlantic in this circular pattern, it was a pattern he knew well from his earlier voyages to Africa.  There was another reason for sailing south; Martin Bairhaim’s globe made in 1492 shows how Columbus probably viewed the world. The Canary Islands were on the same latitude as his destination the Indies particularly Cipango which we know as Japan.  After a month and out of sight of land, the endless fair weather sailing was making the men uneasy.  With all that wind blowing them onward how would they ever sail back home against it?  According to their maps they should have been approximately here something was wrong, on October 10th the mixture of boredom and anxiety erupted into something close to mutiny. The log has only a few suggestive details 

COLUMBUS:  The men could bear no more, they complained of the long voyage. I harkened them as best I could but I added that it was in vain for them to complain since I was going to the Indies.

MALE SPEAKER #2:  With increasing frequency birds resided, whole flocks of them heading southwest Martine Alunzer urged the change of direction. Columbus resisted until October 7th when more birds flew in the same direction, the fleet turned southwest.  You know if Columbus had maintained his earlier heading he might have landed in Florida.  Her crew kept the sharp look out, at exactly 2’o clock a sailor the board the Pinta, Rodrigo de Triana, sang out “Guerra”, “Land Ho”. The moon was up and I think he may well have seen the white bluffs on the east coast of San Salvador. Pinsun made the agreed signals: he fired a canon ball and put up a flag. Columbus saw them and this was it he knew he had been moved right.

MALE SPEAKER #1:  On October 12th 1492, the sun ushered in more than a new day. Against great odds Columbus had launched his enterprise but the consequences were completely unintended. This was history’s most stunning accident.  Columbus and his men never realized the magnitude of what they had done for better or for worse they would change the course of history. They would bring vast continents and cultures into painful conflict and fragile unity and in the greatest irony of all, one man would be both glorified and vilified for a deed he neither intended nor understood.   
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