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Chapter 2 – Section 4

Exploring North America


FEMALE SPEAKER #1:  This is the first Norse site, genuinely Norse site ever discovered in North America and it was found by the Norwegian Helge Ingstad in 1960.  By that time people had been looking for Norse sites along the eastern coast of North America for at least 150 years. And all of them proved to be something else in Norse so people said, “oh, well here we go again,” but excavations for many years afterwards showed that yes indeed this is a Norse site. Leif Ericson was the son of the paramount chieftain of Greenland, the Norse Greenland that had been settled in 1986 and Leif Ericson was one of the first people to explore coasts of what is now known as North America. He made the decision to establish a base camp and explore further from there because there were useful resources over here that could be of great value in Greenland and these are all described in Icelandic manuscripts dating from the middle ages. It is the base camp that was established by Leif Ericson and maintained by him for quite a while serving as a base for more travels.
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