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Chapter 3 – Section 1 

Early English Settlements


MALE SPEAKER #1: Drake was driven by three demons, ambition, hatred of Spain, and religious zeal. And the three things for the greater part of his career meshed together beautifully for him.
MALE SPEAKER #2: Ten years earlier he’d been at the very center of England’s struggle for survival as a Protestant island against Catholic Spain. Philip the second laid claim to Africa, Asia, the new world and much of the continent of Europe, English sailors were banned from the world’s richest ports and the trade routes to every other continent.

MALE SPEAKER #3: Drake was a brilliant exponent of the guerilla warfare scene. His Latin name, Draco, it literally means dragon. And that’s how Drake operated. Like a serpent slinking unseen among the waves and coming up unexpectedly to take bites out of the Spanish Empire in surprising places. The surprise effect was almost like that later attained by submarine warfare. At first these guerrilla tactics were bound to be successful against the Spanish Empires vast monarchy, they were very vulnerable to bandit attacks.  

MALE SPEAKER #1: His cannon fire was aimed not just at the Spanish galleons that carried the treasure he craved. It was his version of the righteous wrath of god.

MALE SPEAKER #3: He certainly was a man of great religious zeal and this dated right back to his childhood. For his father was a naval preacher and I suppose the earliest experience that really must have put the iron in his soul, was when he and his family were turfed out of their home in Devon by a Catholic uprising and had to go and live in a rotting hulk in Kent. And he never forgave Spain, and he never forgave the Catholic world for that. Everyday he read not only the bible but the Book of Martyrs.
MALE SPEAKER #1: It was that passion that had made him into more than just one raider among many and magnified him into greatness.  He had managed to sail right around South America into the Pacific Ocean and had become, it was said the master thief of the unknown world. Only one ship had ever made such a journey before and that was about fifty years earlier. Magellan had set out with five ships, three years later with Magellan dead, just one of the ships drifted back to Europe. There were 17 sailors left alive, they had survived by eating the rigging. Drake came back in a very different style. He returned with a fortune plundered from Spanish ships in an ocean where they had no reason to expect enemies. He presented Elizabeth with a fortune and she knighted him for it.
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